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WELCOME . . . .

Welcome to the 15th African American and Hispanic
Leadership Conference on HIV/AIDS (AAHLC) in
Kentucky. This year’s conference will provide a venue
to boost participant capacity to “GET EDUCATED.
GET TESTED. GET INVOLVED. GET TREATED,”
and build upon the resilience and innovation of our
communities and those who provide services to them
so that we can collectively and effectively respond to
the changing needs of Kentuckians infected and af-
fected by HIV/AIDS. For the first time, the AAHLC

will have a pre-conference on Sunday, October 23 specifically focusing on the HIV
impact on the Latino community and the conference is expanding its Faith-Based
Institute to a full day format on Monday, October 24.

The effectiveness of our local response to the HIV epidemic highly depends on
how successfully we can in the near future navigate all the pertinent changes im-
pacting HIV services from the national level. Changes such as Healthcare Reform
as it approaches full implementation in 2014; the National HIV/AIDS Strategy
(NHAS); Treatment as Prevention highlighting the invaluable need for the early
provision of medications to HIV infected persons- a great challenge in the face of
deepening funding crisis in AIDS Drug Assistance Programs (ADAPs) around the
nation; and the recent major shifts in HIV prevention programming accompanied
by drastic funding cuts. Therefore now more than ever, the AAHLC is of critical
importance to help generate innovative ideas that will galvanize and maximize our
efforts and coalesce our strengths in order to lesson our collective and individual
threats.
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The conference keynotes present topics on NHAS, grassroots advocacy, and
building and strengthening appropriate leadership. The concurrent workshops
provide a comprehensive list of topics that will help all of us build healthier
communities by addressing the social determinants driving the HIV epidemic
among African Americans and Hispanics; exploring the unique challenges and
barriers experienced when engaging in sustained HIV prevention and care; re-
inforcing the proven strategies for addressing the epidemic within our com-
munities; and offering innovative partnerships to foster resource access for
providing services to impacted groups. The workshop on the highly antici-
pated Integrated Epidemiological Profile provides HIV and AIDS data for our
African American and Hispanic communities while examining overlapping
factors such as patterns of poverty, unemployment, access to health insurance,
teen birth rates, prevalence of other STDs. A non-traditional partners’ track is
incorporated into the conference sessions to help build the HIV capacity of
small community organizations with experience in reaching and providing
various services to address the psychosocial and socioeconomic needs of im-
pacted populations, but who traditionally have not engaged in HIV work and/
or other health services related work.

The AAHLC which is focused on community participation has now been
moved to a biennial schedule that would alternate on an annual basis with our
Kentucky Conference on HIV/AIDS and Viral Hepatitis- targeted more to-
wards the providers of care and treatment services. Hence the AAHLC will
not be taking place in 2012. So please take the opportunity to engage in stra-
tegic networking with up to 200 colleagues and key local, regional and na-
tional subject matter experts who will be presenting throughout the 2011
AAHLC.

Sigga Jagne, MPA
HIV/AIDS Branch Manager
KY Dept. of Public Health, Cabinet for Health and Family
Services



Page iv

Conference Committee Members

Merinda Brown, KDPH
Cyndee Burton, Matthew 25

Robert Ford, NKIHD
Brad Hampton, LMPHW

Telly Harris, VOA-LOUISVILLE
Sigga Jagne, KDPH

Ramona McCauley, VOA-LOUISVILLE
Michele McCrary, LFCHD

Susie Nutt, Heartland Cares Clinic
Angel Rubio, LMPHW
Deborah Taylor, KDPH

Terry Terrell, Blackwell Consultants Group
Medina Tipton, KDPH

Deborah Washburn, LMPHW
Dennis Wheatley, KDPH

Deonna Williams, UofL School of Dentistry
Christophre Woods, Owensboro AIDS Taskforce

Conference Chair: Beverly Mitchell, KDPH
Conference Co-Chair: Michael E. Hambrick, KDPH
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Conference Theme Interpretation
You are not a passenger in your own life. Things don’t just happen. Every day
you make choices. Those choices define your life as one lived or just experi-
enced. This year’s conference theme is one for the living: “Get Educated. Get
Tested. Get Involved. Get Treated.” We cannot afford to be victims in a world
where HIV claims another life every 6 seconds. We have to act. Over the years
I have worked with a diverse population of individuals educating, testing and
transitioning them into treatment. They were college students, religious organi-
zations, civic groups and others---a number of whom thought they were doing
charity work for others. They were shocked to discover that the face of HIV
looked just like them. Prisoners and addicts, already living with the stigma of
societal disapproval and mistrust, have been some of the most eager and open-
minded individuals to participate in peer education. For them, these four short
sentences have made all the difference in the world. Through peer education
training and testing, participants have found new ways to be useful. Empowered
by the knowledge they have learned, they return home to friends and family,
church house and dope house, schools and jobs---able to dispel myths and pro-
vide information on how to prevent the spread of HIV in their communities.
They know where to get information on testing and where to seek treatment. In-
timately understanding how stigma can do more harm than the disease, these in-
dividuals are returning home and speaking up in quiet, unassuming ways that
make a difference one person at a time. No one should be left behind because
of ignorance, fear or prejudice. Each of us can make a difference if we take the
time to share with others and remember that it’s about living---living free of
HIV and supporting those already infected or affected until there’s a cure. Four
short sentences tell us how to do it: “Get Educated. Get Tested. Get Involved.
Get Treated.”

In Service to the Community,

Christophre Woods
Director, Owensboro AIDS Taskforce
Grassroots Movement Builder, Kentucky Health Justice Network
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